8 JUVENILE SPORTS 

on the table (the Royal Primmer , placed 
there on purpofe) 1 took it up, opened it, 
and began to read in it as well as l was 
able. My father, feeing I catched at the 
bait, told me, with a great deal of good 
humour, that he would now no longer 
amufe me with baubles, fuch as thofe little 
fquares, but that for the future I fhould 
learn to read like a man, and ftudy books 
proper for the purpofe ; that, if I made 
hade, and got through that book, he would 
then furnifh me with others, all beautifully 
bound in gilt paper; and that I fhould have 
the, llifory of England, a D efeription of Bcnjls 
and Birds , and a multitude of other inva- 
luable books. 

The thoughts of having all thefe fine 
books, and dill more the idea of being 
treated like a man , infpired me with the 
hiohed courage and refolutio.n; and I now 
looked down with as much contempt on ... 
my padeboard fquares, as an old cholar 
does upon a young pupil newly admitted 
into fchool. In fhort, before the end ot the 
year, I could read every leffon m that boo m 
and almoft every thing e fe tlrat confifted 
of words of only two or three fyllables^A 


Michelangelo Juvenile Sports and Pastimes London, 1776 


D PASTIMES. 9 

k o P . tU « 

lh “ “"XTinp of all ll>' «“■* <,ld 

and I was the darn g manner 

church. I became 

In the fifth year of my age, 

" f as I was very careful of keeping them 
clean" I was foon poffeffed of a very valua- 
ble and curious library. 

I was fo very affiduous to my book, th t 
it was difficult to get me to play; though 1 
mu ft confefs that, when I was at any time 
prevailed on to lay alide my book, no boy 
loved play better. I foon began to find, 
that a little play enabled me the bettci to 
purfue my ftudy; and therefore ever after 
devoted a finall part of each day to lome 
kind of amufement. 

I began to be very fond of drawing; 
which, as I before obferved, I firlt took 
the hint of from the pi£lures on my 
fquares; and often, when 1 had been weary 

of 
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